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June 15, 2023

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

The Honorable Michael S. Regan
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear President Biden and Administrator Regan:

Since the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) first implemented the Mercury and Air
Toxics Standards (MATS) significant progress has been made toward cleaning up dangerous air
pollution. Our groups applaud the EPA’s actions to reinstate the “appropriate and necessary”
finding earlier this year. Yet, despite this progress, hazardous and persistent pollutants continue
to harm people across the United States. We strongly support your work to update this vital
safeguard and urge you to strengthen your proposal to even further cut deadly mercury and
other toxic pollution that threatens our health, jeopardizes our air and water, and poses
significant harm to vulnerable populations and children.

Air pollution from coal- and oil-fired power plants contains more than 80 hazardous air pollutants
identified by the Clean Air Act for control including corrosive substances, carcinogens like
formaldehyde and benzene, acid gases, organic carbon-based toxics, metals, and neurotoxins.
These pollutants can cause cancer; damage the eyes, skin, and breathing passages; harm the
kidneys, lungs, and nervous system; cause cardiovascular disease; and lead to premature
death. They also harm people not only living near power plants, but also hundreds of miles
away.

Unfortunately, the EPA’s own 2021 data shows that toxic pollution like mercury is a persistent
problem. That’s why it’s critical the EPA ratchet down this pollution without delay.

EPA’s proposal would strengthen limits on particulate matter pollution from power plants (as a
surrogate pollutant for toxic pollutants), require continuous emissions monitors for particulate
matter, and tighten mercury limits for power plants that burn lignite coal. As proposed, by 2035
the new standard would cut pollution and protect people from:

● 82 pounds of mercury;
● 800 tons of fine particulate matter (PM2.5);

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/Fact%20Sheet_MATS%20RTR%20Proposed%20Rule.pdf


● 8,800 tons of sulfur dioxide (SO2);
● 8,700 tons of nitrogen oxides (NOx); and
● 5 million tons of carbon pollution (CO2)

Cleaning up mercury and other air toxics is projected to lead to $170 to $220 million in
annualized health benefits and a further $170 million in annualized climate co-benefits. Many
plants already meet these proposed standards, and the EPA should strengthen the standard for
non-mercury metals to no more than 0.006 lb/MMBtu. The agency’s own modeling shows that
setting this standard at this level would increase overall benefits to over $1 billion dollars
annually, and still remain nearly three times greater than compliance costs. Additionally, we call
on the EPA to apply these new standards to facilities that burn waste coal, one of the dirtiest
forms of energy that exists.

We need Solutions for Pollution to deliver clean air, clean water, and a healthy climate for all. By
finalizing the strongest possible Mercury and Air Toxics Standards, your administration can
clean up toxic power plant pollution that harms vulnerable populations and those living closest
to polluting power plants. We urge you to strengthen and finalize the proposed MATS no later
than April 2024.

Thank you for your attention to this pressing matter.

Sincerely,
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