
March 22, 2023

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr.

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

The Honorable Michael S. Regan

Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear President Biden and Administrator Regan:

To protect our health and our communities – especially those that have been traditionally overburdened by
pollution – we need action now. According to the American Lung Association, more than 40% of
Americans—over 137 million people—are living in places with unhealthy levels of air pollution. That is why,
together, the undersigned health experts are calling on you to use your existing authority under our nation’s
bedrock environmental laws, such as the Clean Air Act, to promulgate the strongest possible standards to
protect public health and our environment. We have been encouraged to see forward movement on several
critical standards like cross-state air pollution, methane pollution, and heavy duty vehicles. We write to
encourage your administration to take the following actions that would have a critical impact on the health and
well-being of all Americans:

Particulate Matter (PM) 

Setting tighter limits on harmful PM 2.5 pollution also known as soot–in line with the most protective levels
recommended by the majority of the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) last year–will protect
millions of Americans, including vulnerable populations such as children, pregnant individuals, the elderly, and
people with asthma and other respiratory and heart conditions. Exposure to fine particle pollution causes a
range of health harms, such as increased infant mortality, cardiovascular and respiratory harm, asthma attacks,
diabetes, dementia, and premature death. 

EPA must:
● Strengthen the annual PM2.5 standard to no higher than 8 μg/m3 and the 24-hour PM2.5 standard to

no higher than 25 μg/m3, in line with the most protective level the majority of CASAC recommended.
● Finalize the rule no later than August 2023.

Carbon Pollution

Setting strong rules on existing coal and new and existing gas that put the US on track to a clean electricity
sector by 2035 is critical for protecting public health. The power sector accounts for a quarter of  climate
pollution in the U.S. Dirty power plants harm public health and well-being in a variety of ways, including
increased respiratory and cardiovascular disease, injuries and premature deaths from extreme weather events,
food scarcity and geographical food distribution, waterborne illnesses and other infectious diseases, and
threats to mental health.



EPA must:
● Use its Clean Air Act authority to set the strongest possible carbon pollution limits for new gas-fired

power plants under Section 111(b) and existing coal- and gas-fired power plants under Section 111(d).
● To the extent CCS is available as an option for compliance with these rules, EPA must ensure rigorous

monitoring and enforcement of any emissions or leaks from capture to sequestration.
● Finalize the standards no later than April 2024.

Mercury and Air Toxic Standards (MATS)

As asserted by national health and medical organizations, the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) are,
“one of the most important public health protections put in place by EPA to reduce emissions of hazardous air
pollutants (HAPs).”1 Strengthening the standards would reduce emissions from power plants that threaten our
health through our air, water and food. Examples of coal- and oil-fired power plant emissions include corrosive
substances, carcinogens like formaldehyde and benzene, organic carbon-based toxics, metals, and
neurotoxins. 

EPA must:
● Strengthen the standards to reflect developments in pollution controls and avoid residual risks to public

health.
● Finalize the rule no later than April 2024.

Power Plant Wastewater (Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELGs)) and Coal Ash

ELGs limit pollutants in wastewater discharge from coal fired power plants, which can include mercury, toxic
metals, and other dangerous chemicals. Coal Ash standards would require the safe disposal of coal ash from
coal-fired power plants. Unsafe coal ash disposal in landfills or ponds can contaminate groundwater and
surface water with toxic chemicals, pollute air with fugitive dust, and cause catastrophic spills.

EPA must:
● Finalize strong standards to protect public health from power plant wastewater and coal ash by April

2024 at the latest.

Ozone 

National health and medical organizations have called for a standard no higher than 60 ppb throughout EPA’s
past three reviews in 2015, 2020, and 2022. Breathing ozone can cause health problems including premature
death, asthma attacks, respiratory infections, increased susceptibility to pulmonary inflammation,
cardiovascular harm, and reproductive and developmental harm. Setting tighter limits would better protect
public health from the impacts of ozone pollution, especially for people with lung disease and other at-risk
populations. 

EPA must:
● Strengthen the primary standard to no higher than 60 ppb (the more protective end of the 2015 CASAC

recommended range) 
● Complete its reconsideration and issue a final rule by April 2024.

We have been dismayed by recent reports that the NAAQS ozone standard proposal may remain
un-strengthened and delayed until 2024. We encourage CASAC to follow the science and the law and conclude
in the final Policy Assessment that the standard must be strengthened no higher than 60 ppb.

Our communities desperately need clean air, clean water, and a healthy climate. By finalizing the strongest
possible standards above, your administration will slash the pollution driving climate change and aggravating



chronic diseases like heart disease, asthma attacks, and other respiratory issues that disproportionately harm
vulnerable populations, including traditionally overburdened communities, children, outdoor workers, and the
elderly. 

Time is running out. The longer we delay, the higher the cost of inaction is to our community in terms of lives,
dollars, environmental harm, and other devastating consequences. 

Sincerely,

Alexandra Holland Physicians for Social Responsibility

Abby Novinska-Lois Executive Director
Wisconsin Health Professionals for
Climate Action

Adelaide Mei Student Evangelical Environmental Network
Alan McGillivray Artist
Alexander Rabin Assistant Professor of Medicine University of Michigan
Alfa Villa Community Health Worker Unlimited Potential
Alison L. Steele Executive Director Environmental Health Project

Alphonzo Cortez Baker, Sr. DNP, MSN, RN, CAPA
American Society of Perianesthesia
Nurses

Ana C. Guzman Director of Community Health Unlimited Potential
Ana Karen Anaya CHW Unlimited Potential

Andrew Hantel Faculty Member
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and
Harvard Medical School

Anne Mellinger-Birdsong Pediatrician Mothers And Others For Clean Air
Annelle Kaspor Nurse practitioner Retired
Asada Rashidi Environmental Justice Organizer
Barbara Erny Physician Ascrs
Benjamin Cohen MD
Brehal West

Brian Urbaszewski
Director, Environmental Health
Programs Respiratory Health Association

Briseida Tellez Community Health Worker Unlimited Potential
Bruce C. Carroll, Sr. Green The Church
Bruce Carroll Pastor Green The Church
Catherine Pokropek Physician
Chandini Thakur Student Doctor Physicians for Social Responsibility
Charon McNabb President
Cheryl Holder Physician Florida Clinicians for Climate Action

Dalia Larios
Radiation Oncology Resident
Physician Harvard Radiation Oncology Program

Daniel Oppenheim Physician, PhD
Dann Sklarew, Professor of Sustainability Science George Mason University

David E. Marlow
Retired Biomedical Tech, U of Mich
Health System

David Fivenson MD, Dermatology Fivenson Dermatology
Diana Apresa Food access manager Unlimited potential
Dionna Brown Black Millennials 4 Flint
Donald Lieber Inpatient Nursing Unit Assistant

Doug Farquhar Director of Government Affairs
National Environmental Health
Association

Dr.Jerry Abraham Physician
Trustee, California Medical Association
CMA

Dr. Kathleen J. Welch Epidemiologist



Eftitan Yasin Akam

Commonwealth Fund Fellow in
Minority Health Policy at Harvard
University

Elizabeth Card
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, CPAN,
CCRP, FASPAN, FAAN American Society PeriAnesthesia Nurses

Elizabeth Del Buono Physician Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action

Elizabeth Friedman
Medical Direct of Environmental
Health - Physician Missouri Clinicians for Climate Action

Emily L Carroll Northern Field Director Green the Church

Emily Thompson Director of Operations
NH Healthcare Workers for Climate
Action

Ethan Sims
MD, Medical Director of
Sustainability Idaho Clinicians for Climate and Health

George H. Soltero Attorney Evangelical Environmental Network
Gloria E Barrera MSN, RN, PEL-CSN
Grace Grau Acute Care Nurse Practitioner National Association Hispanic Nurses

Gregg Furie MD, MHS
Brigham and Women’s Hospital | Mass
General Brigham

Isabel Campana Director of Adult Education Unlimited Potential
Isabela Angelelli MD

Jaime Butler
Student and Communications
Intern Evangelical Environmental Network

Jamie DuVerneay
Master of Public Health candidate,
Recreation Therapist

Jasmin Sarai Sosa
Community Engagement
Coordinator

Grace Family if Churches, Grace Midtown
Church

Jasmine Kamboj MD Mayo Clinic Health System

Jean Kerver
Associate Professor of
Epidemiology & Biostatistics Michigan State University

Jeffrey Kahn Blackman
Jennifer Bratburd Science Outreach Specialist

Jennifer Rasmussen RN/Environmental Health Fellow
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy
Environments

Jerry S Walden MD

Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action,
Washtenaw
County Medical Society

Jessica Mengistab Registered Nurse ANHE

Joan Schiller MD
Oncologists United for Climate and
Health

Joshua Perkins COO Black Millennials 4 Flint
Juana Silva CHW Unlimited Potential
Judith Amanda Millstein Medical Doctor Climate Health Now
Kailey Kanaziz Registered Nurse
Kari Tanderup Professor in Cancer Research Aarhus University Hospital
Karla L. Torres Community Health Worker Unlimited Potential

Kathleen Slonager Executive Director, RN
Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America
– Michigan Chapter

Kayla Williams
Registered Nurse, Environmental
Health Nurse Fellow

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy
Environments

Kindra Weid RN, BSN, MPH Michigan Clinicians for Climate Action
Larry Junck Professor Univ of Michigan Medical School
Lauren Woll Nurse
Leo Nissola Medical Doctor FirstBio Research

Lisa Patel MD
Medical Society Consortium on Climate
and Health



Makenzie K White Cancer Free Economy Network

Malayna Nesbitt
Research and Engagement
Coordinator

Marc Futernick Emergency Physician
Maricarmen Guzman CHW Unlimited potential

Marissa Hauptman
Co-Director, Pediatric
Environmental Health Center Boston Children’s Hospital

Mary Ellen Conley
Registered Nurse, Certified School
Nurse

Megan Quinn Graduate Student Young Evangelicals for Climate Action
Megan Whitman Physician
Megan Williams Families Pastor Grace Midtown Church

Milagros Elia
M. Elia Nature-Based Healthcare
Solutions

Nakyda Dean Physician
Nancy LaVerda Public Health Volunteer Catholic Climate Covenant
Neha Pathak MD
Nicolaus Hawbaker Flagstaff Emergency Physicians
Richard M Goldberg MD
Samuel Kareff Physician

Sarah Francois Advocate
WI Healthcare Professionals for Climate
Action

Sierra Silverwood Medical Student
Oncologists United for Climate and
Health

Steven Ashmead Physician
Michigan Clinicians For Climate Action ,
Citizens Climate Action

Sylvie Fadrhonc Physician Assistant University Of Utah Urgent Care
Tarek A. Hijaz Associate Professor of Radiology
Tawsha Trahan Director of Environmental Justice Unlimited Potential
Terrance L. Bankston Friends of the Earth (FoE)
Vamsi Velcheti Professor of Medicine, NYU Grossman School of Medicine
Yesenia Chavez Environmental Scientist Change the Chamber*Lobby for Climate
Yvonka M Hall Executive Director Northeast Ohio Black Health Coalition


